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Chinese leader would have thought back in 
1949/50 and then in 1959 that in 2000 China 
would still be grappling with the issue of 
Tibet. The old generation of Tibetans has 
gone, a second and a third generation of Ti-
betans have emerged. Irrespective of the pas-
sage of time the freedom struggle of the Ti-
betan people continues with undiminished 
determination. It is clear that this is not a 
struggle for the cause of one man nor is it 
that of one generation of Tibetans. It is 
therefore obvious that generations of Tibet-
ans to come will continue to cherish, honor 
and commit themselves to this freedom 
struggle. Sooner or later, the Chinese leader-
ship will have to face this fact. 

The Chinese leaders refuse to believe that 
I am not seeking separation but genuine au-
tonomy for the Tibetans. They are quite 
openly accusing me of lying. They are free to 
come and visit our communities in exile to 
find out the truth for themselves. 

It has been my consistent endeavor to find 
a peaceful and mutually acceptable solution 
to the Tibetan problem. My approach envis-
ages that Tibet enjoy genuine autonomy 
within the framework of the People’s Repub-
lic of China. Such a mutually beneficial solu-
tion would contribute to the stability and 
unity of China—their two topmost prior-
ities—while at the same time the Tibetans 
would be ensured of the basic right to pre-
serve their own civilization and to protect 
the delicate environment of the Tibetan pla-
teau. 

In the absence of any positive response 
from the Chinese government to my over-
tures over the years, I am left with no alter-
native but to appeal to the members of the 
international community. It is clear now 
that only increased and concerted inter-
national efforts will persuade Beijing to 
change its policy on Tibet. In spite of imme-
diate negative reactions from the Chinese 
side, I strongly believe that such expressions 
of international concern and support are es-
sential for creating an environment condu-
cive for the peaceful resolution of the Ti-
betan problem. On my part, I remain com-
mitted to the process of dialogue. It is my 
firm belief that dialogue and a willingness to 
look with honesty and clarity at the reality 
of Tibet can lead us to a viable solution. 

I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank the numerous individuals, govern-
ments, members of parliaments, non-govern-
mental organizations and various religious 
orders for their support. The sympathy and 
support shown to our cause by a growing 
number of well-informed Chinese brothers 
and sisters is of special significance and a 
great encouragement to us Tibetans. I also 
wish to convey my greetings and express my 
deep sense of appreciation to our supporters 
all over the world who are commemorating 
this anniversary today. Above all I would 
like to express on behalf of the Tibetans our 
gratitude to the people and the Government 
of India for their unsurpassed generosity and 
support during these past forty years of our 
exile. 

With my homage to the brave men and 
women of Tibet who have died for the cause 
of our freedom, I pray for an early end to the 
sufferings of our people. 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that an amendment 
at the desk to the resolution be agreed 
to, the resolution, as amended, be 
agreed to, the amendment to the pre-
amble be agreed to, and the preamble, 
as amended, be agreed to, the title 
amendment be agreed to, and the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and, finally, any statements be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 2884) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

AMENDMENT NO. 2884 

(Purpose: To provide a complete substitute) 

On page 3, strike lines 2 through 16 and in-
sert the following: 

(1) March 10, 2000 should be recognized as 
the Tibetan Day of Commemoration in sol-
emn remembrance of those Tibetans who 
sacrificed, suffered, and died during the 
Lhasa uprising, and in affirmation of the in-
herent rights of the Tibetan people to deter-
mine their own future; and 

(2) March 10, 2000 should serve as an occa-
sion to renew calls by the President, Con-
gress, and other United States Government 
officials on the Government of the People’s 
Republic of China to enter into serious nego-
tiations with the Dalai Lama or his rep-
resentatives until such a time as a peaceful 
solution, satisfactory to both sides, is 
achieved. 

In the preamble, strike all the whereas 
clauses and insert the following: 

Whereas during the period 1949–1950, the 
newly established communist government of 
the People’s Republic of China sent an army 
to invade Tibet; 

Whereas the Tibetan army was ill equipped 
and outnumbered, and the People’s Libera-
tion Army overwhelmed Tibetan defenses; 

Whereas, on May 23, 1951, a delegation sent 
from the capital city of Lhasa to Peking to 
negotiate with the Government of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China was forced under du-
ress to accept a Chinese-drafted 17-point 
agreement that incorporated Tibet into 
China but promised to preserve Tibetan po-
litical, cultural, and religious institutions; 

Whereas during the period of 1951–1959, the 
failure of the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China to uphold guarantees to au-
tonomy contained in the 17-Point Agreement 
and the imposition of socialist reforms re-
sulted in widespread oppression and bru-
tality; 

Whereas on March 10, 1959, the people of 
Lhasa, fearing for the life of the Dalai Lama, 
surrounded his palace, organized a perma-
nent guard, and called for the withdrawal of 
the Chinese from Tibet and the restoration 
of Tibet’s independence; 

Whereas on March 17, 1959, the Dalai Lama 
escaped in disguise during the night after 
two mortar shells exploded within the walls 
of his palace and, before crossing the Indian 
border into exile two weeks later, repudiated 
the 17-Point Agreement; 

Whereas during the ‘Lhasa uprising’ begun 
on March 10, 1959, Chinese statistics estimate 
87,000 Tibetans were killed, arrested, or de-
ported to labor camps, and only a small per-
centage of the thousands who attempted to 
escape to India survived Chinese military at-
tacks, malnutrition, cold, and disease; 

Whereas for the past forty years, the Dalai 
Lama has worked in exile to find ways to 
allow Tibetans to determine the future sta-
tus of Tibet and was awarded the Nobel 
Peace Prize for his efforts in 1989; 

Whereas it is the policy of the United 
States to support substantive dialogue be-
tween the Government of the People’s Re-
public of China and the Dalai Lama or his 
representatives; 

Whereas the State Department’s 1999 Coun-
try Report on Human Rights Practices finds 
that ‘‘Chinese government authorities con-
tinued to commit serious human rights 
abuses in Tibet, including instances of tor-
ture, arbitrary arrest, detention without 
public trial, and lengthy detention of Ti-
betan nationalists for peacefully expressing 
their political or religious views.’’; 

Whereas President Jiang Zemin pointed 
out in a press conference with President 
Clinton on June 27, 1997, that if the Dalai 
Lama recognizes that Tibet is an inalienable 
part of China and Taiwan is a province of 
China, then the door to negotiate is open; 

Whereas all efforts by the U.S. and private 
parties to enable the Dalai Lama to find a 
negotiated solution have failed; 

Whereas the Dalai Lama has specifically 
stated that he is not seeking independence 
and is committed to finding a negotiated so-
lution within the framework enunciated by 
Deng Xiaoping in 1979; and 

Whereas China has signed but failed to rat-
ify the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights and the International Cov-
enant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights: Now, therefore, be it 

Amend the title of the resolution to read 
as follows: ‘‘Recognizing the plight of the Ti-
betan people on the forty-first anniversary of 
Tibet’s 1959 Lhasa uprising and calling for 
serious negotiations between China and the 
Dalai Lama to achieve a peaceful solution to 
the situation in Tibet.’’. 

The resolution (S. Res. 60), as amend-
ed, was agreed to. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The title amendment was agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, with its 

preamble, as amended, reads as follows: 
(S. Res. 60 was not available for 

printing. It will appear in a future 
issue of the RECORD.) 

f 

ORDER FOR COMMITTEES TO FILE 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I also 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the adjournment of the Sen-
ate, committees have from 12 noon 
until 2 p.m. on Wednesday, March 15, 
2000, in order to file legislative mat-
ters. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE TWELFTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE HALABJA 
MASSACRE 

Mr. GRAMS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of S. Con. Res. 95, submitted 
earlier by Senator LOTT for himself and 
others. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 95) 

commemorating the twelfth anniversary of 
the Halabja massacre. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. GRAMS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the concurrent resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table, and any statements relating 
to the resolution be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 95) was agreed to. 
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